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Indiana Department of Environmental Management  
We Protect Hoosiers and Our Environment.

100 N. Senate Avenue  •  Indianapolis, IN 46204
 

(800) 451-6027   •  (317) 232-8603  •  www.idem.IN.gov
Michael R. Pence                     Carol S. Comer
Governor Commissioner 

Please Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

December 2, 2016 
66-33   
RQAW Consulting Engineers and Associates 
Attention: Jamie Byerly 
10401 N. Meridian St. Suite 401 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46290 

 
Dear Jamie Byerly,  

RE: Wellhead Protection Area 
Proximity Determination 
Des No 1600597 

 276th street extension project 
 On 276th street from 0.60 mile west 
 of Gwinn road northeast to 181st 
 Street/SR 19 
 Hamilton County, Indiana   

 
 Upon review of the above referenced project site, it has been determined that the proposed 
project area is not located within a Wellhead Protection Area. However, the half mile buffer area 
is located within a Wellhead Protection Area. The information is accurate to the best of our 
knowledge; however, there are in some cases a few factors that could impact the accuracy of this 
determination.  Some Wellhead Protection Area Delineations have not been submitted, and many 
have not been approved by this office.  In these cases we use a 3,000 foot fixed radius buffer to 
make the proximity determination.  To find the status of a Public Water Supply System’s (PWSS’s) 
Wellhead Protection Area Delineation please visit our tracking database at 
http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/2456.htm and scroll to the bottom of the page.  
 

However, the project area is located within a Source Water Assessment Area for a PWSS’s 
surface water intake.  The Source Water Assessment Area relates to the surface water drainage 
area that water could potentially flow and influence water quality for a PWSS’s source of drinking 
water.  The PWSS that could be impacted by the project is Citizens Water- Indianapolis.  A contact 
person for Citizens Water- Indianapolis is Cheryl Carlson, and could be reached via e-mail and/or 
phone at: ccarlson@citizensenergygroup.com and (317) 429-3569. The contact information is 
provided as a courtesy and reference for you if any issues arise that could potentially impact the 
water quality for the PWSS during the course of the project.  It is not a requirement of IDEM that 
you contact the system regarding the project. 
 
Note:  the Drinking Water Branch has launched a new self service feature which allows one to 
determine wellhead proximity without submitting the application form.  Use the following 
instructions:   
 
1. Go to http://idemmaps.idem.in.gov/whpa2/   
2. Use the search tool located in the upper left hand corner of the application to zoom to your site 
of interest by way of city, county, or address; or use the mouse to click on the site of interest 
displayed on the map.  
3. Once the site of interest has been located and selected, use the print tool to create a .pdf of a 
wellhead protection area proximity determination response. 
In the future please consider using this self service feature if it is suits your needs. 
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 If you have any additional questions please feel free to contact me at the address above or at 
(317) 233-9158 and aturnbow@idem.in.gov. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Alisha Turnbow, Environmental Manager 
Ground Water Section 
Drinking Water Branch 
Office of Water Quality 
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Dear Jaime Byerly, 
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Jaime Byerly

From: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 01, 2017 2:53 PM
To: Jaime Byerly
Subject: Re: Agencies Early Coordination: 276th Street Extension Project in Hamilton County, IN 

(DES Number: 1600597)

Dear Jaime, 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (l6 
U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 
l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
Mitigation Policy.

 

According to information you provided our office, the proposed project is a road improvement project in 
Hamilton County, Indiana (DES Number: 1600597).The purpose of the project is to provide a safe and efficient 
route from SR 19 to 276th Street and to accommodate the expected increase in truck traffic volume. The 
majority of the alignment is on new terrain; however a portion of the alignment will follow the existing 281st 
Street. The project includes realigning 276th Street beginning approximately 0.60 mile west of Gwinn Road; the 
project will then head in a northeasterly direction for approximately 0.7 mile, head east for approximately 1.2 
miles and terminate at the 281st Street/SR 19 Intersection. The project will consist of one 12-foot wide travel 
lane and one 4-foot wide usable (3-foot paved) shoulder in each direction. Ditches will be constructed to 
accommodate the drainage of the new roadway. A large drainage structure located approximately 290 feet west 
of the 281st Street/SR 19 Intersection will be replaced. The project will replace or reconstruct additional pipes. 
Approximately 20 acres of new right-of-way will be necessary for the project.  Part of a small woodlot will 
be removed. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

 

Based on a review of the information you provided, we recommend the following mitigation measures 
be included in the final project plans, where appicable, to minimize adverse impacts to fish and 
wildlife resources:

 

1.   Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in  perennial streams 
and larger intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), 
except for work within sealed structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed 
prior to the spawning season. No equipment should be operated below Ordinary High Water 
Mark during this time unless the machinery is within the caissons or on the cofferdams. 
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2.  Restrict below low-water work to placement of piers, pilings and/or footings, shaping of the 
spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap.

 

3.  Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary.

 

4.  Construct new structures with a widened span and benches on one or both sides 
to    provide for wildlife crossing, if practical.  The crossing should be above normal high water, 
relatively flat and with natural substrate suitable for use by a wide variety of wildlife.

 

5.  If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water elevation to provide 
aquatic habitat.

 

6.  Implement temporary erosion and siltation control devices such as placement of riprap 
check dams in drainage ways and ditches, installation of silt fences, covering exposed areas 
with erosion control materials, and grading slopes to retain runoff in basins.

 

7.   Re-vegetate all disturbed soil areas immediately upon project completion, using native 
trees and shrubs in the riparian zone wherever feasible.

 

          8.  Post DO NOT DISTURB signs at the construction zone boundaries and do not 
clear                trees or understory vegetation outside the boundaries. 

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 

The proposed project is within the range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and 
the federally threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). There are records of 
both species in or adjacent to Hamilton County. 

 

Indiana bats hibernate in caves then disperse to reproduce and forage in relatively undisturbed 
forested areas associated with water resources during spring and summer. Recent research has 
shown that they will inhabit fragmented landscapes with adequate forest for roosting and 
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foraging.  Young are raised in nursery colony roosts in trees, typically near drainage-ways in 
undeveloped areas.  Like all other bat species in Indiana, the Indiana bat diet consists exclusively of 
insects.

 

The northern long-eared bat was recently listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  At this time, no critical habitat has been 
proposed for the NLEB.  The entire state of Indiana is within the knownrange of the NLEB. During the 
summer, NLEBs typically roost singly or in colonies in cavities, underneath bark, crevices, or hollows 
of both live and dead trees and/or snags (typically 3 inches dbh).  Males and non-reproductive 
females may also roost in cooler places, like caves and mines.  This bat seems opportunistic in 
selecting roosts, using tree species based on presence of cavities or crevices or presence of peeling 
bark.  It has also been occasionally found roosting in structures like barns and sheds (particularly 
when suitable tree roosts are unavailable).  They forage for insects in upland and lowland woodlots 
and tree lined corridors.  During the winter, NLEBs predominately hibernate in caves and abandoned 
mine portals. Additional habitat types may be identified as new information is obtained.

There is suitable summer habitat for both of these species present throughout the area surrounding 
the project site, including wooded areas within the project boundary. The project will not eliminate 
enough habitat to affect these species, but to avoid incidental take from removal of an occupied roost 
tree we recommend that tree-clearing be avoided during the period April 1 - September 30.  If this 
measure is implemented we concur that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the 
Indiana bat or the northern long-eared bat. 

  

This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended.  However, should new information arise pertaining to 
project plans or a revised species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency to 
reinitiate consultation. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning.  If project plans 
change such that fish and wildlife habitat may be affected, please re-coordinate with our office as 
soon as possible.  If you have any questions about our recommendations, please call Robin 
McWilliams Munson at (812) 334-4261 (Ext. 207). 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 46403 
812-334-4261 x. 207 Fax: 812-334-4273 

 
Robin McWilliams Munson 

Sincerely, 

Robin 
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Good Afternoon, 
 
I received an early coordination notification packet for the project listed above.  The reason we’re requesting to be notified 
at the early coordination stage is to encourage the development of a public involvement plan and raise public awareness 
of transportation improvement projects earlier in the project development phase when it makes sense to engage the 
public/stakeholders.  For larger projects (EIS, EA) INDOT/LPA’s do a great job engaging the public.  For smaller jobs (CE) 
there may be other opportunities to engage the public prior to the hearings phase (if your project meets the minimum 
INDOT public involvement criteria), or opportunities that are simply good business in terms of engaging project 
stakeholders, so I wanted to provide templates (via our web page) for consideration as this project develops and to also 
let you know that my office is available to help with any public outreach efforts you may wish to use as this project 
develops. 

Visit http://www.in.gov/indot/2366.htm to view the Community Context Audit and Public Involvement Plan templates and “Best 
Practices in Public Involvement” which highlights some activities INDOT has found to be effective in our public involvement 
efforts.  These documents may be of interest to you as you think about how best to engage project stakeholders. 

The templates available via INDOT’s Office of Public Involvement (OPI) may be helpful in documenting any public 
involvement activities implemented during project development or perhaps encourage discussion in identifying any public 
involvement needs for the project.  The public involvement plan could be as simple as using a more detailed Notice of 
Survey with additional contact info, and the normal Public Hearings phase.......or a detailed Notice of Survey, media 
coordination, the Public Hearings phase, in addition to Sec. 106 and other activities.  
 
The Office of Public Involvement is available to provide support and/or resources to bolster any public involvement 
activities you may wish to implement or just discuss.  I appreciate the time and opportunity to comment.  Feel free to 
contact myself or Mary Wright, Public Hearings Examiner (317-234-0796) should you have questions or concerns.  
 
Rickie Clark, Indiana Department of Transportation 
Office of Public Involvement / Communications  
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
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Project No.                                                                                  Des. No. 1600597 

Project Description  276th Street Extension Project On 276th Street from 0.60 mile west of Gwinn 
Road northeast to 181st Street/SR 19, Hamilton County, Indiana  

Name of Organization requesting early coordination: 
 

     RQAW Corporation for Hamilton County, Indiana 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE INDIANA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

1) Do unusual and/or problem (  ) geographic, (  ) geological, (  ) geophysical, or  
(  ) topographic features exist within the project limits? Describe:

             No 

2) Have existing or potential mineral resources been identified in this area? Describe:

          As you have noted on your map, oil and gas wells dot this area, but they have 
been mostly plugged and abandoned. 

3) Are there any active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites located nearby?
Describe: 

 The Trenton Oil and Gas Field underlies this area, but it has been largely depleted 
and no new drilling is occurring in this area. 

This information was furnished by: 

Name:        Robin Rupp                                                                       Title:   Geologist
Address:    611 North Walnut Grove, Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone:    812-855-7428           Date:  November 30, 2016
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