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• The Hamilton County Surveyor’s Office 
can provide you with information and 
resources on water quality protection and 
on a range of other issues.  Contact the 
Surveyor’s Office at 317-776-8495 or on 
the Web at http://www.co.hamilton.in.us 

HAMILTON COUNTY 
WELLFIELD 

PROTECTION AREAS 

WWeellllhheeaadd  
PPrrootteeccttiioonn 
earn a
ource.
now w
e cont
tored, 
anner
ead la

ollow 
ossibi
oin the
lannin
and better than you do? 

ere You Can Get 
re Information 
Safe Water for the Future” is a Purdue 
xtension program that provides 

esources on drinking water protection for 
ndividuals and communities.  Call 765-
96-6331, or visit their website at 
ttp://www.ecn.purdue.edu/safewater 
arm*A*Syst/Home*A*Syst are both 
oluntary, confidential self-evaluation 
rograms for identifying potential 
ollution problems.  You can get copies 
f either program from your county 
urdue Extension office or by calling     
-888-EXT-INFO. 
ndiana Dept. of Environmental 
anagement, Ground Water Section, can 

rovide information on Indiana’s 
ellhead Protection Program.  Call the 
roundwater Section at 317-308-3321 or 

-800-451-6027, ext. 308-3321.  Infor-
ation is also available on the Web at 
ww.in.gov/idem/water/dwb/whpp 
taff at your local USDA Service Center 
an provide technical assistance and cost 
hare for certain conservation programs. 

 

 
Hamilton County Surveyor's Office 

Office Hours: M–F: 8:00a.m. –  4:30p.m. 

One Hamilton Co. Sq., Suite 188 
Noblesville, In 46060 

Phone (317) 776-8495 
Fax (317) 776-9628 
www.co.hamilton.in.us
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What Is Wellhead 
Protection? 
Wellhead Protection is a community-based 
process focused on protecting drinking water 
from potential contamination.  “Potential” is 
the important word here, because Indiana’s 
Wellhead Protection Rule (327 IAC 8-4.1) 
emphasizes prevention rather than correction 
of ground water problems.  A team of citizen 
volunteers guides the process of developing 
and implementing a wellhead protection plan 
in order to effectively manage a specified area 
around a community’s drinking-water-supply 
wells.  Often this area, called the “wellhead 
protection area,’ includes agricultural land. 

Why You Should Care 
As a farmer, you may feel that you can’t take 
many more regulations.  But wellhead 
protection planning can be a great opportunity 
for you to… 

• Increase communication with your urban 
neighbors. 

• Improve the public’s image of agriculture. 
• Foster community spirit. 
• Head off future problems, like urban 

encroachment on agricultural lands. 
• Increase property values through good 

stewardship. 
• Protect yourself 

and your 
neighbors, 
because you will 
be playing a 
role in 
making 
decisions 
about the 
land and its 
uses.        

 

Wellhead Protection 
Planning Process 
You develop a wellhead protection plan by 
joining with fellow citizens to… 

1. Build the community wellhead protection 
planning team. 

2. Define and 
map the 
wellhead 
protection 
area. 

3. Inventory 
sources of 
potential 
contamination. 

4. Create a management plan for the 
wellhead protection area. 

5. Plan for future growth and emergencies. 

6. Educate the public about ground water 
and the need for wellhead protection. 

 

The Rule 
Indiana’s Wellhead Protection Rule was 
passed in January 1997.  Public water supply 
companies and the communities they serve 
must prepare a detailed plan for protecting the 
quality of the ground water they use as 
drinking water.  Wells on agricultural land 
usually mean safe drinking water – good news 
for Hoosiers, because many of Indiana’s 
communities have agricultural lands in their 
wellhead protection areas. 

 

 

In fact, part of your land may be in a wellhead 
protection area.  It is important that you are 
aware of the process involved in completing 
wellhead protection plans so that you can be 
informed and get involved.  You can take 
advantage of this opportunity to help plan for 
the future and protect the ground water.      

The Facts 
Indiana’s Wellhead Protection Rule… 

• Does not change any existing regulations 
on pesticides.  Only the state pesticide 
review board can regulate pesticides. 

• Does not mandate zoning ordinance 
changes. 

• Does not apply to domestic wells or non-
community public water suppliers. 

• Encourages communication about ground 
water issues among concerned citizens. 

• Requires a 
local 
wellhead 
protection 
planning 
team that 
includes in its 
membership 
at least one 
person who 
owns 
property in 
the wellhead 
protection 
area. 

• Encourages the use of voluntary best 
management practices. 

• Focuses on prevention – not clean up. 
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